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rests largely on the erroneous idea that he was largely responsible
for the conduct of our successful operations in India, with which
he had in actual fact nothing whatever to do, and on the
hypothesis that Wolfe and Amherst in Canada owed anything
more to his direction of the campaign than the imposition of an
essentially vicious plan of operations and the provision of hope-
lessly inadequate means to carry it out. It is a desolating
commentary on Pitt's facility for recognising the decisive
theatre, that while the total strength of the forces in British
pay numbered in 1760—the last year of the Canadian campaign
—close on 200,000 men, the regular forces under Amherst's
command for the decisive advance against Montreal were a
beggarly 10,000 all told. Our war minister could always find
as many or more men for a petty and purposeless raid on an
unimportant French coast town than he ever did for the conquest
of New France, and his statement that he conquered Canada in
Germany is borne out at least by the fact that the ratio of the
number of troops sent by this country to the two campaigns was
on the average two to one in favour of the theatre of war in
Europe. If we add to these considerations the fact that Pitt
was by general admission an administrator who too often
exercised a criminal parsimony in such vital matters as the
provision of winter clothing, hospital necessities and artillery
ammunition, it will be realised that the giant was less stupendous
and awe-inspiring than many of his biographers would have us
believe* With all this, however, it is impossible to deny a
high place in the annals of our military fame to the man who
first realised, however hesitatingly and half-heartedly, that
England's future was on the water, and who first set the British
army on board ship, and sent it to conquer the vast and fruitful
worlds that lay beyond the seas.
NOTES FOR FURTHER READING
Apart from the voluminous literature on the '45, the war of the
Austrian Succession has—for easily comprehensible reasons—found
little favour among historians. F. KL Skrine's Fontenoy and the
Hon. E. Charteris* Life of Cumberland are, however, worth reading.
The literature of the Seven Years* War is of course on a far
different scale. Sir J. Corbett's England in the Seven Years9 War
gives an excellent general view of the naval and military operations
as a whole ; and A. G. Bradley's Fight with France for North America
is a good and readable Account of the conquest of Canada For the
Quebec campaign Heckles Wilson's Wolfe is the best modern work.
Amherst has as yet found no biographer worthy of his achievements.
Mr. Basil Williams' Life of Cfatham should be supplemented by
Mr. Brian Tunstall's more recent biography, which devotes special
attention to its hero as a grand strategist* For the operations in
Germany, Manners* Life of Granby may be consulted.

